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Discussion
What is Eminent Domain?
Property ownership in the country is often influenced by various factors that define the terms of ownership and when to lose it. An excellent example of these factors is eminent domain. In this case, eminent domain refers to the mandate given to the government to acquire personal property and change it into public use (Zhou, 2020). Moreover, in the implementation of eminent domain, the government offers a specific amount that should ideally reflect or exceed the property's value as compensation. In addition, various incidences presented by scholars on different cases define how eminent domain works, for instance, the Puntenney v. Iowa Utilities Board, No. 17-0423 (2019) case.
In the Puntenney v. Iowa Utilities Board, No. 17-0423 (2019) case, farmland owners appealed a ruling by a district court rejecting a petition for a judicial review of a decision by the Iowa Board. This decision allowed a company to apply eminent domain in building a crude oil pipeline running through the farmland. Specifically, due to the distance between the areas of oil production and oil refinery, a pipeline was proposed to ensure a connection between the two sites. However, this decision faced various rejections on the basis of the arguments that the constructed pipeline did not adhere to the law in multiple ways. For instance, the farmland owners argued that the development did not serve as required by the law, that is, for public convenience and necessity.
In my opinion, the Puntenney v. Iowa Utilities Board, No. 17-0423 (2019) case was fair to the farmland owners utilized by the building of the pipeline. This is because all the procedures involved in the approval by the Iowa Utilities Board for the oil company to construct the pipeline were in line with the law requirements. For instance, allowing the oil company to implement eminent domain, when necessary, in order to build the pipeline was not in any way a violation of the enacted laws and, therefore, allowed for implementation. Additionally, the pipeline's construction in various ways presented the required benefits, especially in serving public convenience and different essentials. Thus, all the implemented actions were abiding by the law as required.
Although taking the property under eminent domain was lawfully fair, without any discrimination or favoritism, additional protection should be accessible to the private property owners. This is because it takes a lot of consideration when one willingly accepts compensation for their private property, which in this case is fertile farmland. However, various laws already exist in the legal system that provides protection, for instance, the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments' Due Process Clauses, which state that personal property should not be used for public use without compensation deemed just (Tierney, 2019). Therefore, private property owners should be assured that eminent domain is implemented and receive fair treatment and compensation.
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